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Season Average Price of Hops (U.S.)
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Average price from 1991 - 2006 = $1.80

(source: NASS)



Traditional Hop Yard

Å18ô to 20ô high

ÅPlants 7ô x 7ô
ï7.5 x 7.5 (Oregon)

ÅPopulation: 888

ÅHigh labor input

ÅHigh production



Plant Spacing 7.5ô x 7.5ô

ÅTillage both ways

ÅMore damage

ÅFurrowing after each 

weed tillage

ÅArching: more labor

ÅPoles: 15ô x 30ô



Center Row Removed

ÅLarger equipment

ÅNo arching labor

ÅBetter light 

penetration



Conventional High Trellising



Plant Space 3.5ô x 15ô

ÅMore light

ÅSame plant 

density

ÅLarger equipment

ÅEasier, cheaper 

cultural operations

ÅFewer passes, 

less damage



Potential Vines on Ground

ÅRoot mass keeps 

expanding

ÅPreviously root 

prune tilled now 

sprayed or just 

cultivated



Plant Spacing 3.5ô x 12ô

ÅSeeking maximum 

or optimum yield in 

wider spacing


